An Inspiring Insight from Executive Director & School Director, Michele Ziemann-DeVos... 
Problems and Challenges as Opportunities!

“Do you have a problem?  Congratulations!
Do you have a tough problem?  Then, double congratulations!”
-W. Clement Stone

Life is full of opportunity!  How exciting!  As a student of dance, you have the wonderful opportunity to achieve many things of value.  The daily opportunity to learn new skills in class and the opportunity to perfect a choreography for performance are two such examples.  Most importantly, you are endowed with the opportunity to reach your potential as a human being.
A dancer’s striving for excellence, indeed for extraordinariness, is not easy.  The choice to be extraordinary will invariably present challenges and frustrations that may appear to make the achievement of one’s goals seem difficult or even impossible.

But the extraordinary individual looks at a challenge or problem, not as something to get down about – but as an exciting journey and yet another opportunity – an opportunity for growth.  If you are having a challenge with an aspect of your technique, congratulations!  What an enlightening journey you will have as you explore how to change it and fix it!  This is the successful person’s way of looking at challenges and problems.
Mr. W. Clement Stone studied the habits and characteristics of successful individuals and found a common thread. He discovered that all successful people manifested…

the ability to seek, find and execute ways to succeed,
regardless of  circumstances or obstacles.

He also found that: 

Every great (person), every successful (person), 

no matter what the field of endeavor, 

has known the magic that lies in these words: 

every adversity has the seed of an equivalent or greater benefit. 
And:
Everyone who achieves success in a great venture solves each problem as they came to it. They helped themselves. And they are helped through powers known and unknown to them at the time they set out on their voyage. 
They kept going regardless of the obstacles they met.

Students, if you encounter a challenge and become discouraged, then the solution is to try and keep trying.  You must continue to seek a solution to your challenge.  I promise you: you will uncover success if you do.  

The French philosopher Voltaire said:
No problem can withstand the assault of sustained thinking.
Choosing to be extraordinary is not an easy path.  But, you must try, try and keep trying and you will achieve success!

Let us know when this recommendation works for you. Share with your teacher how you “assaulted” a personal challenge with “sustained thinking” and sustained trying and how you eventually achieved success.  We would like to hear from you.

