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Motown musical revue will be a
non-stop tribute to some of the
best music in the history of
America. The show will tell the
story of the origins of Motown,
starting when Berry Gordy
opened Motown
Records in 1959
and posted a
sign that pro-
claimed
“Hitsville,
U.S.A.”

“I decided to produce a
Motown revue because Motown
music has been popular for over
50 years. It’s universal,” said
Earl Reece, Strand director and
show producer/director.

“Our focus for Independence
Day weekend this year is to cel-
ebrate music born in America,

music still alive today,” he said.
“We’ve been enjoying Motown
music for over 50 years, and
still, young people today know
the words to songs like ‘My
Girl’ and ‘Stop in the Name of
Love.’ Motown is truly Ameri-

ca’s music.”
The salute

features an
amazing cast of
performers from
seasoned profes-
sionals who have

performed in musicals, theme
parks and cruise ships to one
young 17-year-old who is
excitedly making his stage
debut. The revue also showcas-
es local talent such as Findley
Hansard, a graduate of Cobb
County Center for the Perfom-
ring Art at Pebblebrook High

School and University of Okla-
homa, who recently finished
the national tour of
“GREASE.”

“This show has some of the
most talented performers I’ve
ever directed — great singers,
great dancers, great energy, and
great fun,” Reece said. “If you
like music, you’ll love this
show.”

Cindy Mora, also a graduate
of CCCEPA at Pebblebrook
High School choreographed the
show. Mora performed profes-
sionally, and won three Shuler
Hensley Awards and an Ovation
Award, all for outstanding

choreography.
“The show is 90 minutes of

fun. It’s a great way to cele-
brate the weekend of July 4 —
listening to music that was born
in our country,” Reece said.

Salute to Motown promises
to be a show filled with fun and
exciting memories of extraordi-
nary Motown sounds. Patrons
can move, dance, laugh, and
romance to the vibes of
Motown July 1 and 2 at 8 p.m.
and July 3 and 4 at 3 p.m. Tick-
ets are $12 in advance and $15
day of show.

Visit www.earlsmithstrand.
org or call (770) 293-0080. 

NEWSWORTHY
Notable locals, upcoming events

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2011MDJONLINE MARIETTA DAILY JOURNAL

D
SECTION

LifestyleLifestyle� Dear Abby, 2D
� Movies, 3D

NEWS EDITOR

Kim Isaza
770-428-9411 ext. 201

By Sally Litchfield
MDJ Features Editor
sallylit@bellsouth.net

MASTER INSTRUCTOR TEACHES
SUMMERDANCE AT GA BALLET

From staff reports

MARIETTA — The Georgia Ballet had the
honor of hosting master instructor Thomas
Shoemaker for SummerDance 2011. He
taught advanced and high-intermediate class-
es from June 13 to 17 during the Intensive
program.  

Shoemaker was a principal dancer with
companies including the Atlanta Ballet, Miami
City Ballet, Louisville Ballet, Augusta Ballet,
and Charleston Ballet Theatre in a profession-
al career that spanned 25 years. 

As a guest artist and choreographer he has
worked with numerous dance and theatre
companies throughout the U.S. and abroad.
Shoemaker also served as ballet master for
the Augusta Ballet from 2001-04.  Since 2006,
he has been the artistic director of the Vander-
bilt University Dance Theatre.  

For more information about The Georgia
Ballet, call (770) 528-0881 or visit
www.georgiaballet.org.

FOXTROTTERS ANNUAL 
ANNIVERSARY DANCE TONIGHT
MARIETTA — Foxtrotters Anniversary

dance will be tonight from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
at the East Cobb Senior Center at 3322
Sandy Plains Road. 

The Junction Band will play live. Dress
can range from casual for formal. 

The cost is $7 for members and $10 for
guests. Anyone 55 or older is invited.  For
more information, call Frank Godfrey at
(770) 427-8622.

REIDA SELECTED AS ‘LION OF THE
YEAR’ BY LOCAL CLUB

MARIETTA — East Cobb resident John
Reida was recently named “Lion of the Year”
by the Marietta Lions Club.  A longtime mem-
ber of the club, Reida has held multiple
offices and chaired several committees
including the Programs,
Scouting, and July 4th Parade
committees. At its June meet-
ing, he was inducted as club’s
new president.  

Reida is the property man-
agement director for Cobb
County Government. His pro-
fessional associations include
Construction Owners of Amer-
ica, Green Building Council, Leadership Cobb
Alumni, Cobb Chamber of Commerce, and
Cobb County Excel Alumni. In addition to vol-
unteering his time with the Marietta Lions
Club, he is also a member of the Mercedes
Benz Club of America, the Kennesaw Kennel
Club, and the Irish Setter Club of Georgia.  He
and his wife, Marianne, are members of
Transfiguration Catholic Church in Marietta. 

For information about the Marietta Lions
Club, visit www.mariettalions.org. 

John Reida

FREE PHOTOGRAPHY CLASS 
AT MOUNTAIN VIEW LIBRARY

MARIETTA — Amateur photographers are
invited to a basic digital photography class at
2 p.m. Saturday at Mountain View Regional
Library 3320 Sandy Plains Road. 

Local hobby photographer
Steve Roy will present
a program that will
focus on the organi-
zation of digital pho-
tographs and basic
editing techniques.
The event is free
and open to the
public, but registration
is required. 

Photographers just beginning to work with
digital photographs will learn about Picasa, a
free photo editing software program from
Google. Participants will be shown how to use
the program to organize, edit and share pho-
tos, as well as create digital prints. Important
topics, such as backing up digital pho-
tographs, will also be discussed. 

Interested photographers should register for
the class by calling (770) 509-2725. For more
information, visit www.cobbcounty.org/library. 

COBB COUNTY DAYLILY SOCIETY
COSPONSORS ANNUAL SHOW

Special/Bill Waldrop

The Annual Daylily Show was at the Cobb
Galleria on June 18. There were 396 daylilies
entered in the show, and the show was spon-
sored jointly by the Cobb County Daylily Soci-
ety and the Greater Atlanta Daylily Society.
Above: Bill and Diana Waldrop pose beside a
large vase of daylilies where visitors entered
to see the display.  

I
f you love the music of Motown then get
ready… get ready!  The Earl Smith Strand The-
atre brings Motown to Marietta July 1 through 4,

featuring hits by Michael Jackson, Diana Ross, The
Temptations, The Four Tops, Stevie Wonder and a host
of Motown greats.

Special

Above and below: The Strand’s Salute to Motown musical revue will be a non-stop tribute to some of the best music in
the history of America. ‘Our focus for Independence Day weekend this year is to celebrate music born in America, music still
alive today,’ said Earl Reece, Strand director and show producer/director.

FEELIN’ GROOVY?
Motown tribute coming 
to The Strand in July

By Leanne Italie
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Rachel Zoe has a
beautiful baby boy. To celebrate, husband
Rodger Berman gave her a “push present”
in the form of a 10-carat diamond ring that
cost $250,000. 

Mariah Carey got a push present, too
— a $12,000 pink diamond and sapphire
necklace from husband Nick Cannon with
the names of their twins, Moroccan and
Monroe. Peggy Tanous of “The Real
Housewives of Orange County” turned her
mega-mommy gift into a tagline:

“Soccer moms drive a minivan, but this
girl drives a Bentley.”

Back here on earth, where the rest of us
live and spend, can new dads get away
with a simple bouquet of flowers, a token
bauble with the new arrival’s birthstone or
— as one father suggested — a kiss and a
smile? And what do feminists make of the
arguably medieval notion of rewarding a
woman for producing an heir? 

Gina Crosley-Corcoran, who writes
The Feminist Breeder blog, was pregnant
with her third child in April when she
found herself ruminating on the subject, in
response to some doubters on her Face-
book page:

“As I sit here in my hugely pregnant
state, suffering from heartburn, gas, leg
pain, hip pain, insomnia, fatigue, irritabili-
ty, anxiety, heat flashes, gastric upset,
swelling, and everything else that comes
with having an entirely formed human

being kicking around in my womb, who
will soon demand on coming OUT of my
womb through a relatively small orifice in
a not-at-all-pleasant feeling manner, I can-
not help but think Seriously?!?! Seriously.
A freaking diamond is the LEAST he can
do.”

It was a girl for the 33-year-old pre-law

student, women’s rights advocate, doula
and former rock chick in a band. She live-
blogged the birth, her first at home, and
received a tiny diamond (her baby girl’s
birthstone) for a pendant she and her hus-
band had begun with the birthstones of
their two boys.

“I was surprised that people equated
push presents to, like, giving a horse a
prize at the end of the race,” Crosley-Cor-
coran said. “I agree the term push present
could be changed. Let’s just call them
birth presents.”

There’s no official history of push pre-
sents, a term some object to on grounds
that it cheapens the occasion. By some
accounts, post-partum bling seems to have
made its way to the United States over the
last decade or so from England, where a
ring was in order, and from India, where
gold jewelry was the way to go (boys
apparently meant more gold than girls, tra-
ditionally speaking).

The idea wasn’t lost on jewelers. The
retailer Mayors took on the tradition in a
2005 ad campaign for diamond studs:
“She delivered your first born, now give
her twins.” Fortunoff thought up a push
present registry in 2007. That was the year
BabyCenter.com surveyed 30,000 women
and found 38 percent of new moms got a
push present — and 55 percent of the still-
pregnant wanted one. 

In fact, it’s hard to find a naysayer. 
“Giving birth is hard work and I am not

‘Push presents’ for mom: Easy bling or heartfelt?

The Associated Press

Kristin Burris wears her engagement
ring while she sits with her youngest
son Colton, 3, in the backyard of their
home in Eagle, Idaho home. After hav-
ing Colton, Burris got an upgrade of the
center stone in her engagement ring. 

See Push, Page 4D


